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|  De Wolf Hopper is completing plans | Frank insists that he nover yelled
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e over harbor of Vera Cruz; Col. Samuel Reber (right)
and Brig.-Gen. George P. Scriven.

for positions as military aviators are
severe as the applicant must not only
be 2ble to handle an aeroplane under
any and all conditions, but must also
have shown himself as especially efil-
cien* as a military observer.
Knowledge of the making and read-
ing of military maps, gteering by the
| compass, making repairs to his aero-
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Lt ‘el

fund of information in regard to me-
tecrology and topography, In relation
to aviatfon. In short, every army avia-
tor is required to be an expert aviator
and aviator mechanic and also to be
able to watch from his machine and
be able upon his return from any fiight
to0 draw maps of the country over
which he has traveled in such a way
as to set forth its availability and dif-
ficulties !n military operations.

Only hiplanes are used [(n the United
S:ateg army and the machines of the

o s &

.

“tractor’™” type, that is, with the en-
gine in front of the planes, are used ex-
clusively, The machines now in use
are able to make single flights of 240
miles, and carry enough oil and gaso-
line for a flight of four hours. They
carry the pilot and an observer as well
as their instruments.

The medical examination is extreme-
ly severe. The condition of the heart
when subjected to unusual altitudes i8
examined, and the severest tests of
vision and heariag as well as sense of
balance are imposed by the army med-
ical officers who examine them. Even
after they have succeeded in passing
all these tests the actual work is llable
to develop nervousness which renders
disqualification necessary before the
s‘udent stage is passed,
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